Does disseminated intravascular coagulation lead to multiple organ failure?
Microvascular dysfunction with its associated impaired regional oxygen transport and use is believed to be the final common pathway in the development of multiple organ failure. The precise mechanisms underlying this dysfunction, however, are uncertain. Activation of the coagulation system is a key feature in the pathogenesis of sepsis, but whether it is also the cause of multiple organ failure is unclear. This article discusses the evidence for and against a key role for disseminated intravascular coagulation in the pathogenesis of multiple organ failure.